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BY-PATHS IN NAVAL LITERATURE. 

BY COMMANDER C. N. ROBINSON, R.N. 

IN continuation of the extracts from little-known naval 
books which I supplied for the September number of THE 
MARINER's MIRROR, here are a few more to which I may direct 
the attention of our members. 

In "The Naval Atlantis," by " Nauticus Junior," there are 
some spicy anecdotes about Admiral Pye and his intrigues (page 
19); Rodney and Captain Ke11y's promotion (page 27); Montagu 
and Keppel's court-martial (page 32). "Nauticus Junior" is 
said to be Joseph Harris, sometime Secretary to Admiral 
Milbanke. He is obviously a naval man, but on page 67 he 
states that he had never served in the Indian Seas. He is a 
scurrilous writer, but some curious facts are to be gleaned from 
among his garbage. According to his story, Sir Edward Hughes's 
Secretary's gains were such that he left £3oo,ooo (page 67). 
Anecdotes which are not to be found elsewhere refer to Admiral 
Allen and a lady's banknotes (page 139), Jervis and the Duchess 
of Devonshire (page 165), and Kempenfelt's portrait and snuffbox 
(page 182). The first part of the work is dedicated to Prince 
William Henry (afterwards William IV.), and the second part to 
Lord Malmesbury. Here are three selections from the second 
part:-

P. 52: In this ship (Porcupine), Captain Hon. W. C. 
Finch had the good fortune to capture fl homeward bound 
French East Indiaman so richly laden that he was ever 
afterwards distinguished by the appellation of the Gold
Finch, his brother Seymour being also a captain in the Navy. 

P. 62: Speaking of Capt. J. ·Bourmaster's command of 
Royal George, the author says that it plainly shows that 
•' from the era when British naval officers were not compe1led 
to wear any cloaths but what they could afford to pay for, 
and were strangers to all signals but of indiscriminate 
battle, • every man his bird,' may be dated Great Britain's 
Sovereignty over the main." 

P. 72: "It is greatly to be lamented, when a Lieutenant 
quits the wardroom to take possession of the cabin, that 
he instantly renounces the friends of his convivial hours, 
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BY·PATHS IN NAVAL LITERATURE. 5 

to mix with that race of arrogant mortals who fancy that a 
laced coat would be tarnished by the pipe clay dust that 
might issue from the lappels of a Lieutenant." 

In a work entitled " Satyrical Reflections on the Vices and 
Follies of the Age," published in 1707 in ten parts, there is in 
the first part a poetical description of an angry sea captain, 
"bluff as the winds that on the ocean roar." The ship is referred 
to as a wooden jail, and the captain as an avaricious villain who-

If a volunteer is taken ill, 
In haste to die, and can't complete his will, 
His Goodness streight the empty form supplies, 
And for the dead he kindly does devise : 
His prudent care protects the orphan's pelf, 
And guards the mourning treasure for himself. 

A curious work is " The Political and Satirical History of the 
Years 1756-1759·" It consists of a series of a hundred humorous 
and entertaining prints, containing all the most remarkable 
transactions, characters and caricatures of those remarkable 
years, with an explanatory key to each print. The book is a 
stout, square 12mo. volume,- and the plates mainly relate to 
political matters, though many have a naval significance. 

The first shows a ship upside down between Fox and the 
French King, illustrating the fact that our marine was turned 
topsy-turvy while the Gallic cock crowed triumphant. Anson 
figures in more than one print. He is shown as a sea-lion capti
vated by cards and dice, and also as the knave of diamonds, again 
in reference to his' alleged propensity for gaming. Byng is also 
referred to, and his reported attempt to escape after having been 
sentenced to death. There is an indelicate print referring to the 
alleged timidity of Str John Suckling. In plate 95 the discourage
ment our privateers met with is indicated by a Frenchman 
sneering at the British patriot and the brave English sailor who 
has lost his limbs in the service of his country. Almost the 
last print in the book shows a sea battle, with a hawk flying 
above it having a cock in his talons. It represents tl>e battle 
between Hawke and Conflans on November 20th, _1759, in 
Quiberon Bay. 

Tre remaining books speak for them.o;elves, and the chapter on 
clothing, from Turnbull's work, should be worth the attention 
of those interested in the seaman's dress, for it is an indication of 
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6 BY·PATHS IN NAVAL LITERATURE. 

the trend of thought among many naval officers towards an 
established uniform. 

The Sea Book: A Nautical Repository oj Perils and Pleasures, 
Adventures, joys, and Sufferings on the Briny Deep: Being a 
Summary oj the Life and Doings oj the Sailor, Both Ashore and 
Afloat. I1lustrated with splendid steel engravings. London. 
Printed for the Proprietor ; and sold by all bookseJiers. Price, 
one guinea. 

P. I : Dress of Sailor. 
The change from the tight dress coat, silk cap, and kid 

gloves of an undergraduate at Cambridge, to the loose duck 
trousers, checked shirt, and tarpaulin hat of a sailor, though 
somewhat of a transformation, was soon made ; and I supposed 
that I should pass very well for a jack tar. . . A sailor 
has a peculiar cut to his clothes, and a way of wearing them, 
which a green hand can never get. The trousers, tight round 
the hips, and thence hanging· long and loose round the feet, a 
superabundance of checked shirt, a low-crowned, welJ-varnished 
black hat, worn on the back of the bead, with half a fathom 
of black ribbon hanging over the left eye, and a peculiar tie to 
the black silk neckerchief, with sundry other minutiae, are 
signs, the want of which betrays the beginner at once. 

P. 48: Naval Discipline, punishment for drunkard;;. 
In a small treati!:e on naval ~scipline, lately published, the 

following whimsical and ingenious mode of punishing drunken 
seamen is recommended: "Separate for one month every man 
who is found drunk frGm the rest of the crew; mark his clothes 
DRUNKARD; give him six-water grog, or, if beer, Inixed one
half water ; let him dine when the crew has finished ; employ 
him in every dirty and disgraceful work." In a case where this 
was tried, the effects were so salutary that in less than six months 
not a drunken man was to be found in the ship. The same 
system was introduced by the writer mto every ship on board 
which he subsequently served. When First Lieutenant of 
the Victory and Diomede, the beneficial effects were decidedly 
acknowledged.· The culprits were heard to say that they would 
rather receive six dozen lashes at the gangway, and have done 
with it, than be put into the " drtmken mess " (for so it was 
terined) for a month. 

P. I97: 
There is a witchery in the sea, its songs and storit:s, and in 

the mere sight of a ship, and the sailor's dress, especially to a 
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BY-PATHS IN NAVAL LITERATURE. 7 

young mind, which has done more to man navies, and fill mer
chantmen, than all the pressgangs of Europe. 

In" The Humorist, a Companion for the Christian Fireside," 
by W. H. Harrison, author of" Tales of a Physician," embellished 
by eighty engravings, designed and executed by W. H. Brook. 
and published by Ackermann in 1832, there are several references 
to sailors and the sea. (There was apparently a previous volume 
of earlier date.) The fourth story is entitled "Blue Bess, a 
tale of the sea." Bess was a bathing woman at Broadstairs, 
"Androgynous in her appearance, as she was amphibious in her 
habits," and the following anecdote is related about her connection 
with the notorious smugglers of the place :-

"A party of tars, under the command of a lieutenant, in 
no way appalled by the phenomenon of spirits making their 
way up the country upon legs of flesh, attempted to intercept 
their progress. A furious conflict ensued, during which 
the officer was separated from his men, and, having been 
disabled by a wound in the leg, was left at the mercy of 
one of his opponents. The smuggler, supporting a keg of 
liquor on his shoulder with one hand, drew a pistol 
from his belt with the other, and presented it at the 
lieutenant; but e'er he could discharge it at his intended 
victim, the iron grasp of Blue Bess was upon his wrist, and 
exclaiming ' Hold! you have load enough upon your shoulders 
without adding a murder to it,' she fired the pistol in the 
.air. The smuggler gazed for a moment on the interceptor 
of his vengenace, and saying, 'I believe you are right, old 
girl,' scampered after his companions. The lieutenant had the 
manliness, as well as the gratitude, publicly to acknowledge 
the obligation, regardless of the raillery which the 
circumstance of his having been indebted to a woman for 
his life elicited from his brother officers. 
"Her stature was gigantic, and her limbs perfectly herculean." 

There are one or two nautical illustrations in the story 
entitled " Black and White," these relying for their humour 
upon the play upon words. 

In another work entitled " The Flowers of Anecdote, Whit, 
Humour, Gaiety and Genius," with eighteen plates by Landseer 
and Heath, and published by Charles Tilt in r83r, there are 
several naval items. The frontispiece, said to have been designed 
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8 BY-PATHS IN NAVAL LITERATURE. 

by George Cruikshank, and drawn by Heath, refers to a well-known 
anecdote about the sailor, the showman, and the monkey, who 
were brought before the Lord Mayor on September 13th, 1820, 
each of the men asserting that the animal belonged to him. 
The sailor declared he had purchased the monkey at St. Kitts, 
and lost it at Portsmouth; when visiting Bartholomew Fair l>e 
saw it again, and instantly knew it to be his own property. The 
Lord Mayor decided that the monkey was to be put upon the 
table, and each party cJaiming him was to use his powers of 
fascination in order to ascertain to whom he was most attached. 
The monkey immediately clung about the neck of the sailor and 
caressed him in the most affectionate manner. Furthermore, the 
sailor said that a hole would be found in one of the monkey's 
ears, that his left paw was marked by a fish-hook, and that 
part of his tail had been bitten off by a parrot, all of which was 
found to be true. So the sailor, no doubt, got his monkey. 

Another picture by Heath represents a couple of tars who 
had strayed into Atkinson's Wild Beast Show at Bartholomew 
Fair, where one of them was much struck by the sight of a lion 
and tiger in the same den. "Why, Jack," said he to his mess
mate, " I shouldn't wonder if next year they were to carry about 
a sailor and a Marine living peaceably together!" "Aye, 
aye!" said his married companion, "or a man and wife." A 
third illustrates the story of the sailor being chased by a mad 
bull, which animal took no notice of his- injunction " Helm a lee, 
messmate! "but bowled over the' worthy tar in the grass." There, 
you stupid ! "-he exclaimed, as he raised himself more in sorrow 
than in anger on his elbow, "didn't I tell you you'd run foul o' 
me." 

Extract from Chapter "Of Clothing," from Turnbull's 
" Naval Surgeon," 1806 : 

"From the advantages of such (woollen) clothing, it is of 
great importance that every seaman shou1d have a proper supply 
of it, and particularly that the purser should be directed to lay 
in a sufficient stock of clothes suited for the station to which the 
ship is destined. Nay, it would be advisable that a seaman 
should have little in his power with respect to his own dress. 
In general, individuals of his class are too indolent to suit their 
dress to circumstances, unless they are forced to it; nor is 
anything more common than to see some of them with linen 
trowsers in the severity of winter, and a pair of greasy woollen 
ones in the hottest summer. 

"It is on this principle that many intelligent naval prac-
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BY-PATHS IN NAVAL LITERATURE. 9 

titioners have proposed a general uniform for seamen; and it is a 
matter of astonishment that such a plan has not been put in 
practice, as it would both prevent the sale of their clothes, and 
detect deserters. Apparel might be manufactured of a particular 
kind of cloth, and an Act of Parliament passed to enforce the 
same regulations and penalties as are usual in the army. 

"The uniform should consist of a blue jacket, with a sleeve and 
cape of the same, and lined with thin white flannel; a waistcoat 
of white cloth, trimmed with blue tape ; blue trowsers or panta
loons, of the same cloth with the jacket, for winter, and linen or 
cotton trowsers, either striped blue and white, or all white, 
for summer ; check shirt, and black silk neckcJoth. A button of 
metal, or hom, less liable to tarnish, with the letters R.N. upon 
it. The hat small and round, water proof, with a narrow belt, 
on which should be printed the name of the ship, which might be 
conveniently shifted when a man should be turned over to 
another ship. An outside jacket, of a thicker texture, and flannel 
waistcoats might be occasionally supplied, as a defence from cold 
and rainy weather. Such a style of dress could not fail to be 
acceptable to the seamen, and it would be highly pleasing in the 
eyes of the officers and others. The crews of different ships 
would be known by the name on the hatbands, which would 
make them emulous to appear clean and orderly. This again 
would increase the attachment to the service, and to its com
manders, and conjointly with this, benefit all the qualities of good 
discipline. 

"The defect in the present allowance of seamen's clothing 
has been noticed by many intelligent officers ; and it is considered 
in general as too slight and of too small a size for use. The 
trowsers should be much thicker and larger, as the slight-est 
showers now penetrated them; and in cold climates, should be 
made of the cloth called jearnought. Let us depict to ourselves 
the situation of the men, when the topsails are reefing in the 
winter, cold and wet, with their trowsers sticking to them under 
a heavy rain. It would, therefore, be much t~ the advantage of 
government if a more liberal supply of clothing were made to 
seamen, so as to enable them to shift themselves completely 
after their duty is over, on being wetted ; indeed, nothing is so 
pernicious, as their turning into their hammocks, when their 
watch is expired in rainy weather, in their wet clothes, as it 
causes the bed and bedding to be damp for some time after
wards." 
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